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Six months to report on this time!  Beginning with the grooming seminar in September , well 
attended by members and professional groomers, it brought in a tidy sum for Rescue.  In 
October the Annual Picnic brought many more Wheatens and their families together at Twin 
Lakes Park in Sarasota for a few hours of fun, games and shopping.  And then Meet the 
Breed, a feature of the AKC National Championship Dog Show presented by Royal Canin at the 
Orange County Convention Center in Orlando in December.  Thank you everyone who 
volunteered to bring your Wheaten for a shift meeting the public in the Wheaten Booth.  We 
had puppies, seniors, rescues, show and performance dogs, all great Wheaten representatives. 
The new year brought a busy first month as well.  Our club supports the entry of Wheatens 
at the Tampa Bay Terrier Club shows in Brooksville in January, kicking off the Brooksville 
January Clusters.  Thank you to all the members who made donations to completely fund the 
premiums and rosettes.  Rounding out the two weeks of clusters in Brooksville was the long 
awaited SCWTCA Roving Speciality on January 20.  It roved to Florida for the first time and 
we were honored to host it.  Kathi Elliot assisted by Linda Hallas were busy planning 
Wheatens in Paradise for months.  Thank you ladies for a fantastic job!  Your work helped 
attract entrants from all across the country.  Thank you also to all of our members who 
served as staff, welcoming and serving our guests.  The Roving Specialty Dinner was held at 
Southern Hills Plantation Club that evening, and also served as our Annual Dinner with a 
membership meeting before our guests arrived.  The Silent Auction benefited our 
SCWTCGTB Rescue that evening, with a room filled with the beautiful auction items you 
donated.  Some very special opportunity drawing items, and the live auction of ringside decor 
brought in more $$$ for Rescue! 
Congratulations to the members of the Vice Presidents Class of our Board, your new two year 
terms begin April 1.  Continuing on for a second term are:  Linda Robison-Vice President and 
Lois Hiers-Director.  Newly elected are Sherri Kase-Mckenzie-Corresponding Secretary and 
Maureen MacSweeney-Director.  The President’s Class was elected a year ago and their terms 
continue through March 2019.  They are:  Ann McCormick-President, Cindy Jacuk-Treasurer, 
Michelle Connor-Director and Pat Weese-Director.  Our Recording Secretary has resigned so 
we are seeking a member to complete the term ending March 2019.  We thank Sue Wuerz for 
her service as Director and Jan Baldwin for her service as Recording Secretary. 
Thank you also to Cheryl Johnstone for many years of service as our Newsletter Editor, we 
wish you well in your new adventures.  Debie Scurr is our new editor, thanks Debie for 
stepping up.  Anything you would like to see in the newsletter can be sent to her at 
flwheaten@gmail.com
In February we had another supported entry, this time in Tallahassee.  Thank you Bonnie 
Wirth for coordinating all of the details.  The prizes were our Wheaten Wine Glasses.  By the 
way, there are more for sale at the Boutique table at our events. 
Coming up on May 1-2 is the Giving Challenge, 24 hours for you to donate to our rescue 
through the Community Foundation of Sarasota County.  Contributions between $25 and $100 
will be matched for each unique donor.  Watch for details. 
The Wonderful World of Wheatens Education Day will be on 
Saturday June 2 in St. Petersburg.  Stay tuned for details 
 on that as well! 

Best Regards, 
Ann McCormick 
President 

Official Newsletter of The Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of Greater Tampa Bay 
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NEW MEMBERS

WELCOME 
to the  

Soft Coated Terrier 
Club of Greater 

Tampa Bay!

SENIOR WHEATEN

HURRICANE 
IRMA and A 
THERAPY DOG 
NAMED 

'SECRET'
by Gary McCullough

During hurricane Irma I had the extreme pleasure of being taken care of 
by a champion Wheaten Terrier named 'Secret'... who came to stay with 
us, while my fiance's sister had no power at her home. I am diabetic and 
at the time I was dealing with several wounds, which 'Secret' seemed to 
sense and stayed with me, often times laying her head over my 
compression stockings, where the wound was. 'Secret' provided me a 
reason to elevate my legs, so she could lay next to me in my recliner and was a source of exercise also, 
as I took her out to walk in the backyard, where she was always gentle and followed my directions at all 
times. Sitting in my recliner petting 'Secret' just washed away all the troubles of hurricane Irma. In 
fact, 'Secret' was such a delight and helped me get more activity into my daily routine, that we are now 
seriously considering purchasing a Wheaten Terrier ourselves. Thank You for brightening my days 
'Secret'... missing you already! 

Maggie & Rich Narum - Palm Harbor 
Erika Johnson & Donnie Francis - Winter        
 Springs 
Jed Krikstan & Matthew Demler - Clearwater 
Jerry Ray - Sarasota 
Lei Waddey - West Palm Beach 
Margaret & Bruce Peavler - Dunedin 
Gail & Richard Cox - Palm Harbor 
Julius Johnson - Mt. Plymouth

Say Goodnight Gracie
Ex Libris

 Born December 16, 
2000.

Lovingly owned by 
Marilyn & Mike Matthes

THERAPY DOGS



After a week of freezing temperatures in Brooksville, FL the weatherman promised warm weather for the 2018 
SCWTCA Roving Specialty. By the time our Sweeps puppies entered the ring it was a very comfortable day. Dogs and 
their owners came from all over the US, from as far away as CA to NY, MI to GA and many places in between. Sweeps 
Judge Bonney Snyder selected Jendu In The Spirit Of The Game as Best In Sweeps and Whindancer’s Fire On The 
Mountain At Carillon as Best of Opposite Sex from an entry of 9 puppies. Best Veteran went to GCH Sundance Second 
Chance (owned by Frank and Sandy Russo) from an entry of 4.  

Following Sweeps, Judge Kathy Clarke had the largest entry of Wheaten Terriers judged in FL in recent years, with 
more entries than at AKC Royal Canin in Orlando a short five weeks earlier. Our Club members who are Officers as well 
as the Roving Chair did not show their dogs, which would have increased the entries even more.  47 wheatens were 
greeted by enthusiastic spectators, which included every Past President of our Tampa Bay Club.  After careful 
examination of each dog  Mrs. Clarke chose the following as her winners:  
 BOB   GCH Sundance Lucky Rover (Owned by  Kerrie Rousey and Sue Wuerz) 
         BOS      CH Sundance Kiss-Kiss You Rule My World-Prince  
    (Owned by Sue Wuerz and Maureen McSweeney) 
 WD/BW/BOBOH Doubloon’s Extreme Gamer 
 WB   Edgewood You Had Me At Merlot 
 SEL   CH Keepsake’s Wave Ryder 
         SEL  GCHB Pinehome Merrimoor Came to Dance RN CA RATN (owned  
  by Linda Hallas) 
 AOM   GCH Lismore Once In A Lifetime 
 AOM   Kaler Ice On Ice 

Our Club was well represented and won four of the top spots. Many congratulations to all the owners and breeders from 
our Club! 

Immediately following the Breed Judging, Sue Goldberg, long-time wheaten breeder-owner-handler and Judge 
presented our Education Seminar. Fifty-three people attended. A number of people new to conformation were very 
enthusiastic and were overheard talking about what they had learned! 

Saturday evening “Wheatens in Paradise” closing dinner was held at Southern Hills Plantation Club with a record number 
of reservations – 93! Everyone enjoyed a “Margaritaville” themed evening with $5 margaritas, hors d’oeuvres, (including 
mini “Cheeseburgers in Paradise”), followed by a buffet dinner and of course, key lime tarts. 

Tickets for the themed quilt designed by Dorice Stancher and made by Linda Hallas were totally sold out! Diane Kutter 
was the lucky winner of the quilt. Pat Weese won a 14k gold running wheaten on a silver oval and included a silver chain 
donated by Hunting Horn Jewelers. Laura Vincent Virant donated a lovely flamingo/wheaten standing decoration that 
was used on the trophy table and then auctioned at dinner.  Two of the ring decorations made by Dave Hallas were 
auctioned  - all in addition to the Silent auction hosted by the Florida Wheaten Club. All proceeds went to the FL Club 
Rescue.  

Many thanks to all the volunteers who made this Roving a success! There has been nothing but rave reviews from 
everyone who attended. It couldn’t have happened without all those that pitched in and helped out. It was a great 
showing for our Club and its members - we should all be very proud.  

Wheatens in Paradise  
January 20th, 2018 

by Kathi Elliot 



FEATURED ARTICLE

Do you find yourself hiding under the bed with your Wheaten  
during the rainy season?  Now is a good time to start thinking  
about this and preparing since the rainy season will soon be  
upon us!  Floridians can expect to see a Thunderstorm at the 
very least - 75 days a year!   

Signs of thunder phobia can include:  pacing, hiding, destructive  
behavior, panting, and can increase over time to full blown panic!   
Causes can vary and may  have a genetic component, as thunder  
phobia is more common in herding breeds.  The loud noises and 
bright lights are obvious reasons.  Changes in barometric pressure and static electricity are also contributing factors. 

How does one prevent the phobic reaction?  It seems obvious, but never leave your dog outside alone during a storm.  
Take care with a puppy between 8-20 weeks of age who could be going through a critical fear stage.  Exposure to 
traumatic events during these months can have long lasting effects.  Make thunder and other loud noises a happy time 
for the puppy, with lots of praise and treat rewards coming their way. 

Treatment for thunder phobia can include desensitization to loud noises done by initially playing them at a very low 
volume and gradually increasing it all the time rewarding calm behavior.  Make sure your dog is successful by not 
advancing too rapidly.  Rubbing dogs coat with an anti-static product such as a dryer sheet, has been found to be 
helpful for some dogs. 

Be aware of your own behavior and make sure you are not exhibiting anxiety over the storm yourself.  Don’t overly 
fuss over your dog if they are mildly anxious.  Instead, try to engage them in training such as simple sits and downs 
and reward them for calm behavior.  Basically, go about your normal routine.  You can also make sure your dog has a 
place to go that makes them feel safe, such as a covered crate or a closet with their favorite blanket. 

Aromatherapy with essential oils like Lavender or a calming blend can be helpful.  You may remember this being used 
during our grooming workshop last September to help the model dogs relax.  Also consider using a flower essence, 
such as Bach’s Rescue Remedy® (sold over the counter at most health food stores) which I have used for myself and 
my dogs for pre agility jitters.  Calming music such as classical or iCalmPet® music may be just the trick to help your 
pup.  And… don’t forget a simple massage. 

My Wheaten, Ted, benefited by wearing a ThunderShirt®.  He would still pant with it on, but stopped the pacing.  The 
ThunderShirt® applies steady gentle comforting pressure, just like when one swaddles a baby.  In an emergency, you 
can use an old t-shirt pulled back nice and snug around the dog’s upper body. 

Other treatments for extreme thunder phobia may include medications such as the herb Melatonin or Xanax you get 
as a prescription from your Vet. 

It is important to know that not just one thing seems to help all dogs and some pups may need more than one remedy.  
But most of all, if you can, simply be there for your dog.  Nothing will put them as much at ease as your presence.  
Don’t be afraid to enlist the assistance of a Behavioral Vet or your Vet.   

Thunderstorm phobia usually will become worse over time, so do take action at the first sign of any symptoms! 

Under During the Thunder 

by Susie Blackledge



RESCUE REPORT
I rescued my Soft 

Coated Wheaten Terrier 
One year old Wilson was turned over to a vet 
in July in the Palm Coast due to pancreatitis.  
The owners didn’t want to deal with the 
disease, which is fairly easy to control with 
diet.  The vet fostered him for two months 
and he then went to a wonderful home in Palm 
Harbor.

Nine year old Buddy was a Hurricane Irma 
casualty.  His people were never located.  He was 
fostered for several weeks by Jessica in 
Altamonte Springs.  In October, he went to a 
fabulous home in Winter Springs and has a 
Wheaten sister!

We had another 9 year old Buddy who ended up in multiple 
foster homes.  He needed to be an only dog so was kept by 
his third foster home in Key West. 
Six month old Kaylee, now Ceilidh, lived in a home in Central 
Florida with multiple cats and kids.  Her people realized that 
bringing a puppy in the mix was not a good idea.  She was 
adopted by our long time club members, the Neumanns in 
Tavares.  She is thriving with them.

Twelve week old Murphy, now Ruger, 
was purchased by an 80 year old woman 
in the Tampa area.  When Hurricane 
Irma visited, she left Florida not 
intending to return.  She left the pup 
with her daughter, who did not want a 
puppy.  Ruger went to a great home 
with the Kries family in the Panhandle.

Thirteen year old Rusty came into rescue 
in September.  The Shore’s fostered him 
with the firm intention of sending him on 
to his forever home.  Well, he is now 
ensconced in the Shore home for 
Wayward Wheatens and isn’t going 
anywhere.  Love those foster failures!

In October, Jody Greene in Jax was 
contacted by a vet tech in the area.  Six 
year old Kylie’s owners said she was nervous 
and ‘crazy’ and asked the vet to put her to 
sleep.  The vet refused to put a healthy 
young dog down.  Jody fostered Kylie for 6 
weeks, which included the Irma visit.Kylie 
went to Marcia Fenning in Longwood.  

Five year old Wizard came from Lake City.  His 
owner became disabled and was physically 
unable to take care of him.  She did not have a 
fenced yard and he got away, was hit by a car 
and attacked by dogs.  Mr. Wizard when to a 
Wheaten Savvy home in Weston.  He is going 
through individual obedience training and is 
doing great!

Seven year old Tarah in Hernando 
belonged to a lady under similar 
circumstances.  She was just not 
able to take care of her.  She was 
devastated to give up her beloved 
Wheaten.  Necia & Phil in Key West 
adopted two siblings 10 months ago 
from us, but sadly the female died 
shortly after that.  They had been 

looking for a sister for Dillon.  The WURL was on 11/12!  Huge 
thanks go out to Lisa Alexander and her sister Kim, Debie Scurr, 
Marilyn Matthes & Pati and Tim Moore for helping transport.  
Melissa & Steve Nelson got her to Key Largo.  Tarah and Dillon 
hit it off right away in Summerland Key.

Our little blind, lame four year old Fergus 
is another foster failure.  Jody tells me he 
is not going anywhere!  So happy for him.,

Scarlett, now Oonagh in Orlando ended up 
going into Rescue and was evaluated & 
trained by K-9 Karma in Jax.  Actually, she 
was un-trained.  The dog knew every 
command in the book but was not given any 
playtime in her old home.  She needed to 
learn to chill and know life is good.  She 
went to a great retired couple in Mt. Dora 
recommended by our own Bill Hollingsworth.

The beginning of January, we received a phone call from 
Suncoast Humane Society in Englewood.  They had sweet 9 yo 
Reuben who needed a good Wheaten home.  He went to a 
wonderful Wheaten savvy home in New Smyrna Beach. 
Coincidentally, this same shelter called us about another 
Wheaten in January - what are the odds!  6 yo Trevor lost his 
family and was adopted out and came back. He needed training.  
Huge thanks to Susie Pruyne & Lois Hiers for getting Trevor to 
Jax for training.

5 yo old Gracie came into Rescue in January 
and was fostered by Cindy Leigh in WPB 
and the Nelson’s over Christmas.  That dog 
barked more than any dog we can 
remember!  After several weeks, she went 
to a couple in Boca who live in a mansion on 
the Intercoastal.  Gracie goes to work with 
her mom every day and is a happy girl.



Rescue…. cont’d   

We placed 39 Wheatens in 2017.  While quieter than the year 
before, it was still busy.  As the years come and go, our passion 
and commitment to place homeless Wheatens in forever homes 
remains steadfast.  

We are proud to be a respected and reputable rescue group.  
Thank you once again to all of you wonderful folks who help make 
this happen. 

Melissa Nelson, Rescue Co-Coordinator

It was a bittersweet occasion when Lisa 
Alexander drove Bruno to his new home.  She 
saved Bruno’s life and got him through heart 
worm treatment.  But Lisa knows that Bruno will 
be the center of his new elderly owner’s 
universe!

We currently have four dogs receiving training at K-9 Karma in 
Jax.  We have 7 yo Pluto who needed to learn manners, He will 
be placed in a home in Naples shortly.  We have young Jeremy 
from Atlantic Beach.  His former owner had a toddler and 
another baby on the way and just couldn’t handle him.  Trevor is 
there.  Finally Buster from Orlando.  His family had no idea how 
to handle him - thank you so much Lisa & Jody for getting him to 
Karma.  This training facility has been a godsend for us.  They 
take the dogs that are a little too edgy to bring into foster care 
and bring out the good inner dog in each and every one.  We have 
had a 100% success rate with Karma.

IN THE KITCHEN WITH BRANDI

Luck Of The Irish Oatmeal 
Breakfast/ Treats  

Makes: 4 cups
Prep: 5 min

cook: 25 min 
2 main ingredients are Spinach and Peas 

6 cups of vegetable stock
 1 1/2 cups steel-cut (not rolled or instant) oats

1 box(10oz) frozen Peas, thawed
10oz fresh Spinach, thawed

Grated parmesan for sprinkling

In a large saucepan, bring stock and oats to a boil.  Reduce the heat to low and simmer, 
stirring occasionally until the oats are tender, about 25 minutes. 

For the Breakfast version:  Stir in the peas & spinach and then sprinkle with Parmesan. 
For the Treat version:  Puree spinach and peas and use as a top garnish and then sprinkle 

with Parmesan. 
Use mini cupcake molds for individual servings.



LITTER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bonnie & Dennis are pleased to 
announce the arrival of a new Canopy Road 

Litter 

Born:  February 20, 2018 
Sire:  CH Stratford Top Priority (Brody)
Dam: CH Canopy Road's Pasadena Rose 

(Maggie B) 
Four Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Puppies 

(2 boys & 2 girls) 

Breeders:  Dennis & Bonnie Wirth and 
Bobby & Terrie Brooks 

I’m writing to let you all know that I’m temporarily resigning as editor of our club’s 
newsletter, due to the fact that Beau, Brandi and I are moving to Belgium to live 
with my husband for the next 2 to 3 years.  Some of you know he’s been over there 
since April of 2016.  We finally decided it was time for us to be together 
permanently, since he finally has a job where that’s possible!!  We’ve spent a good 
deal of our marriage apart, due to what he does for a living.  We’re going to have a 
European adventure for the next couple years, then we’ll move back here to Florida 

where he’ll retire.  We’ll remain club members of course and will look forward to getting the newsletters 
keeping us apprised of the club’s activities. 

As you already know, Debie Scurr has kindly volunteered to take over as newsletter editor and will do a 
great job, I have no doubt!!  I’m so grateful to her for doing this while I’m away.  I hope you all will help 
her by volunteering to write articles and sending in your Wheaten’s accomplishments.   

I have truly enjoyed & appreciated the opportunity of being your editor.  I hope to return to this position 
when my husband & I return to Florida.   

Many thanks to those of you who contributed to the newsletter over the years & put up with my 
persistence… LOL       Cheryl Johnstone

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT



SHOW RESULTS

Sundance's Finnegan Wake Me  
After The Dream “Finnegan” 

       5 BOB 
     Owned by: Maureen McSweeney

GCH Sandcastle's Princess of  
Far, Far Away “Fiona” 

   2-BB, 2-BOS  
Bred by:  Sherri-Kase McKenzie 
Owner:  Sherri Kase-McKenzie 

CH Sandcastle's Aingeal In Disguise “Neala”   

3-BOS 
      Bred by:  Sherri Kase-McKenzie 
    Owned by:  Sherri Kase-McKenzie 

   CH Sandcastle's Leaping Leprechaun 
“Epona”  

2-BOS 
Bred by:  Sherri Kase-McKenzie 

Owned by:  Richard Owen, Brian Gossett & 
Sherri Kase-McKenzie 

Sandcastle's Junk InTheTrunk “Penelope”  

3-BW 
Bred by:  Sherri Kase-McKenzie 

Owned by:  Richard Owen, Brian Gossett & 
Sherri Kase-McKenzie

     GCHG Aisle Something To Talk About        
“Bogie” 

 1-BIS, 4-GI, 5-G2, 4-G3, 4-G4  
        23 BOB, 4-Select, 1-AOM 

        Bred by:  Kathi Elliot 
       Owner:  Linda Robison 

What do all these initials mean?    
Go to https://images.akc.org/pdf/events/conformation/GESHW1.pdf  

and read all about “A Beginner’s Guide to Dog Shows

https://images.akc.org/pdf/events/conformation/GESHW1.pdf
https://images.akc.org/pdf/events/conformation/GESHW1.pdf


Dromara’s Perfect Treble Maker “Connor” 

  1-Best in Group Puppy 4-6 months 
AKC Star Puppy Certificate 

Owner: Susie Blackledge 

GCHB CH Pinehome Merrimoor 
CameToDance CD RN CA RATN “Spicy” 

2-BOB, 11-BOBOH, 1-BOS, 7-Select, 
1-OHRBIS, 2 OH Gr1, 2-OH Gr2, 1-OH 

Gr3, 1-OH Gr4 
Bred by:  Peggy Gale 

Owned by:  Linda Hallas 

GCH Inishkeen’s Captain Miguel D’Lima 
“Mikey” 

3-SD 
GCH November 17, 2017 

Owner: Ann & James McCormick 

DID YOU KNOW? 
For Upcoming Dog Show information, go to 
www.infodog.com and select “Show Info”, 

Select by State and click on Florida or 
whatever state you are interested in.  

Click on the “Type” to find out what the 
initials stand for.   

E.g. AG=Agility Trials, O=Obedience, etc. 

GCHB Sundance’s Lucky Rover “Bowie” 
BEST OF BREED 2018 ROVING SPECIALTY 

GCHB November 17, 2017 
Bred by:  Susan & Don Wuerz 

Owned by:  Kerrie Rowsey & Sue Wuerz

http://www.infodog.com
http://www.infodog.com


SENIOR WHEATEN

“Maille” 
GCH CH Inishkeen Maille Of VanBeard 
CGC (CH VanBeard’s Sir Chancellor x 

VanBeard’s Sunsprite) 
DOB:  1/12/2004 

From March 2004 when we brought Chancey and Daisy’s 8 week old puppy home to join McDuffie in our family, 
this little Wheaten has ruled the roost.  Her name, Inishkeen, meaning beautiful island became our kennel name.  
She has lead a busy life raising 2 litters and supervising daughter Sachet’s litters.  She learned quickly from 
McDuffie to join in sounding the alert when the big brown truck turns into the neighborhood, and found a 
favorite perch on the back cushion of the couch to watch out the front and back windows at the same time. 

Maille enjoyed being shown, standing patiently for grooming and exam, once Larry Cornelius explained the rules 
she had to follow to become a Champion.  On 10/8/2011 Maille was the first Veteran Wheaten Bitch to become 
an AKC Grand Champion, followed the next day by becoming the first GCH Wheaten Bitch whose daughter 
became a Grand Champion.  Her grandson Mikey is also now a new GCH. At age 12 she still had a lively step 
around the veterans ring, earning BV/VG2 a few times. 

At 14 we noticed Maille slowing down a little.  On our walks she walks in a straight line at my side now rather 
than circling to cover 4 times the distance that I walk, twisting her lead into a tight spiral.  Watching for that 
truck has been her favorite job, though now she prefers to grumble in the background, leaving the alert task 
pretty much to her housemates; daughter Sachet and granddaughter Aoife.  Her hearing is still keen though her 
reactions more selective, preferring the sound of cheese being unwrapped to come running. 

Maille and her family live with us, Jim and Ann McCormick in our Florida retirement home.  She is co-owned by 
her breeder, Kathy Ostrander-Bowers. 

NEEDED 

Photos of adorable Wheatens 
Articles for future newsletters 

Brags 
Show Results 

Rescue updates 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
May 31, 2018 

All brags and show results must have occurred between 
March 1 and May 31! 

Email Debie at flwheaten@gmail.com with your information!
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