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Another year coming to an end. It seems like yesterday we were planning activities 

for the year and now we are up to our ears in Holiday plans and wrapping paper??  

It has been a busy year and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

Board for their tireless work and all the members who contribute making  each 

year a success. From our newsletter editors, to our rescue coordinators, to the 

members that help make each event a success, thank you – we couldn’t do it without 

each and every one of you. If you have transported a dog, attended an event, 

bought a raffle ticket, fostered a dog, donated an item or money – thank you. This 

is what makes our Club work – each of us doing what we can.                                  

It has been a great year, our membership has grown, and we are in good shape fi-

nancially even though it was a very busy rescue year.  Ten-week-old puppies to sen-

iors and everything in between came through the program.                                   

We have completed both of our AKC “B” Matches successfully and in 2014 will con-

tinue with our “A” Matches. If you have a non-spayed or neutered Wheaten and can 

participate in the Matches we need you. Details are in this newsletter.                  

In general, our events were well attended.  As always we are looking for ideas for 

new events of interest to our membership. Early in 2014 we will be sending out a 

survey to 100 people, if you receive it please take a few minutes and give us your 

input – it is the only way we can grow and meet the needs of our members.          

November 9th we held our Annual Dinner and Auction. Members donated wonderful 

items and there was great holiday shopping bargains available. Our boutique of-

fered some new items including great “bling” tee shirts in an array of colors. Thank 

you to all who generously opened their hearts and wallets.                                   

Our 2014 Board was announced at the Annual dinner. Sadly, Pam Benton has left 

the Board after many years of service. She will still be involved in the Club, since 

we know where to find her.  We welcome Paula Henderson as our newest Board 

member and look forward to working with her over the coming months.               

The AKC/Eukanuba National Championship is again at the Orlando Convention Cen-

ter on Dec 14 and 15th.  If you have never been, it is well worth it – you can see 

Dock Diving, Obedience, Dog Dancing, and many vendors selling everything you can 

imagine related to dogs.  Many of our members are competing in Agility and Confor-

mation ... Come cheer them on!  The SCWTCGTB will represent our National Club, 

SCWTCA, at Meet The Breeds on both Sat. and Sun. Don’t forget to stop by and 

say hello. Thank you to all who are taking time from their busy schedules to repre-

sent our Club and our breed.                                                                                   

As you plan charitable giving over the holidays, don’t forget our 

Wheatens. You can send a check or go to the website and donate 

through Pay Pal.   

Wishing everyone a Happy Holiday Season and a New Year filled 

with lots of Wheaten kisses.      

       Kathi 



Don’t Forget…. 
 

 

SCWTCGTB  “A” MATCH 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2014 

Florida Classic Park 
5360 Lockhart Rd., Brooksville, FL 34602 

SEE ATTACHED ENTRY FORM, PAGE 11 
 

 

SCWTCGTB 2014 West Coast Picnic and General Meeting 

FEBRUARY 15, 2014   11am to 3pm 
Lake Seminole Park, Shelter #10 
10015 Park Blvd, Seminole, FL 

RSVP by 2/8/14 to Maureen at mmctoday@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO                                                                      

THE SCWTCGTB! 

 

 

 

CLUB BUSINESS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SCWTCGTB “A” Match            Brooksville    Jan 7, 2014    

SCWTCGTB Picnic & Gnl Mtg   Seminole       Feb 15, 2014 

Jackie Kase and AKC awards             “   “ 

NEW MEMBERS 

To submit your Jackie Kase Award nomination forms.          
An email will follow shortly regarding this award 

SCWTCGTB Membership Dues form and reminder   

will be sent out shortly...they are Due by 2/28/14 

Debra Cole Bradenton 

Tina Monolakos St Petersburg 

Cathy & Tom Pacini Davie 

Cathy & Jim Yount Tampa 

Jamie Holtz Davie 

Rachel Dehaan Bradenton 

Gill Ward  Dick Wilkinson Punta Gorda 

Paul & Laurie Jones Seffner 

Jodi & Bill Donahue Oviedo 

Gi & Jack Keller Brooksville 

mailto:mmctoday@gmail.com


In 2006 I bought Riley as a present for my husband. A hypoallergenic dog to keep him 

company, and who also was big enough to take walks with me. But the surprise was yet to 

come as I had never had a terrier before!  Soon we 

had a maniac who wouldn't listen, and  wanted to rule 

the house! Not terrier..but terrorist was more appro-

priate! As I watched Riley zooming  all over our home, 

under the tables, bouncing off the couch, and going 

through the piano bench, I could only think of one 

thing.. agility.  And obviously we had to do some-

thing!  Despite the fact that I was overweight, 50 

years old and arthritic .... off we went to class.  

 

 

We began a journey that still continues. It did 

take quite a while to develop the focus and con-

nection we needed to be successful... and I did 

endure many embarrassing moments to be hon-

est... but forge on we did... at one point having to 

find a new trainer who had a better understand-

ing of terriers, and believed in our success.  

 

 

 

 

So this year when the envelope came in the mail inviting Rob-

erts Sugarbear Riley to the Eukanuba, tears filled my eyes for 

my sweet boy. We had worked so hard for so long and I felt 

both humbled and honored to receive this Invitation. You see 

AKC only invites the TOP dogs in each breed. So now we con-

tinue with our  training and will try to do our best to showcase 

the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier. But no matter what hap-

pens,   I know I am bringing the best dog there and the best 

dog home. 

 

# 6 Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier 

Invited to the AKC Agility Invitational 

Dec 14th & 15th 2013 

 

Susie Blackledge and Robert's Sugarbear Riley MX MXJ MJB OF 

 

FEATURE ARTICLE 

 THE STORY OF RILEY OUR SUGARBEAR                                         By: Susie Blackledge  



HOLIDAY ARTICLE 

  

  Decorate your home, but watch out for the pets... 
 Bright ornamental plants are a great way to dress up the house during the holidays and a dreary win-

ter. Pet owners should be aware, however, that many of these common plants are poisonous to pets.  

Toxicity ranges from mild to severe, and the amount of plant consumed determines how sick a pet may 

become. In general, gastrointestinal upset is the most common finding, but if enough plant material is 

ingested, seizures, coma or death is possible. Read this Quick Tip to familiarize yourself with holiday 

poisonous plants.  Naturally curious puppies and kittens and pets may want to sample some of the new-

in-the-house greens. Dose is size-dependent, so puppies and kittens are most often at greatest risk 

for plant poisonings.                                                                                                                          

Poinsettia Plant 

Many people associate the Poinsettia plant with extreme toxicity, but this is not 

entirely true. In fact, it is largely an urban legend, dating back to 1919, according 

to David Emery, About.com Guide to Urban Legends. The sap of Poinsettias is con-

sidered to be mildly toxic/irritating, and will probably cause nausea or vomiting, 

but not death. It is better to err on the side of caution, though, and keep pets 

away from this plant.                                                                                                   

Mistletoe and Holly 

A couple of holiday plants, specifically Mistletoe and Holly, are con-

sidered to be moderately to severely toxic, and you should call your 

veterinarian or poison control center immediately for specific advice.                                    

Lilies and Daffodils 

Additionally, plant bulb kits featuring Amaryllis and 

other plants in the lily family, Narcissus and other plants in the daffodil 

family, are popular gift items at this time of year. Pet owners should be 

aware that these plants are very toxic for cats, 

and sometimes with severe symptoms of gastro-

intestinal signs, cardiac arrhythmias, kidney fail-

ure, convulsions and death. Daffodils are toxic to 

both dogs and cats, especially the bulbs.                                                 

Christmas Tree 

Don't forget about the Christmas tree. Christmas trees are considered to be mildly toxic. The fir tree 

oils can irritating to the mouth and stomach, causing excessive drooling or vomiting. The tree needles 

are not easily digested either; possibly causing GI irritation, vomiting, gastrointestinal obstruction or 

puncture. As noted earlier, the amount of trouble depends on how much is consumed. Many times, pets 

don't consume mass quantities of tree material. 

Common Clinical Signs Seen 

Signs most commonly seen with toxic plant ingestion relate to the gastrointestinal tract: vomiting, di-

arrhea, abdominal pain, and sometimes excessive salivation (drooling). In some cases, such as holly 

berry ingestion, tremors or seizures may be seen, followed by coma and death. 

 

Stay Safe - Watch Your Plants and Your Pets 

Monitor your pet's interest in the plants. To be 100% safe, do not bring toxic live plants into your 

home. If unsure about a plant, look it up to check toxicity. Monitor your pet's interest in eating plants, 

and place plants out of reach. Check the plants for any signs of chewing or missing leaves. If unsure, 

plastic plants are an option (with care taken not to let those get ingested, either!). 

Poisonous Holiday Plants                          By Janet Tobiassen Crosby, DVM 

http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=55606
http://urbanlegends.about.com/od/christmaslore/p/Poinsettias-Poisonous-Myth.htm
http://urbanlegends.about.com/od/christmaslore/p/Poinsettias-Poisonous-Myth.htm
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/plants/mistletoe-american.html
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/plants/american-holly.html
http://vetmedicine.about.com/od/toxicology/a/Lily-Toxicity-In-Cats-And-Dogs.htm
http://vetmedicine.about.com/od/toxicology/f/christmastrees.htm
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/plants/
http://vetmedicine.about.com/bio/Janet-Tobiassen-Crosby-DVM-3838.htm


WHEATEN HEALTH 

WHEATEN HEALTH INITIATIVE  

Health Testing Protocols – Information for Owners (Adult Dogs): 

There is, at the present time, no definitive test for any of the hereditary 
diseases. However, the Key Veterinary Researchers recommend that you per-
form an annual health screen on your Soft-Coated Wheaten Terrier. This 
gives a ‘snap-shot’ for you and your Veterinarian on the general health of your Wheaten, 
but more specifically it can indicate if your Wheaten has any evidence of the hereditary 
diseases; Protein Losing Enteropathy (PLE), Protein Losing Nephropathy (PLN), Renal 
Dysplasia (RD) and Addison’s Disease which can affect the breed. 

Quick Definitions:  

PLE & PLN are syndromes characterised by the loss of proteins from the gastrointesti-
nal tract (PLE); or the kidneys (PLN). 

RD – Renal Dysplasia is the abnormal development of the kidney. This malformation can 
result in early renal failure. 

Addison’s Disease - Addison’s Disease (Hypoadrenocorticism) is the insufficient produc-
tion and secretion of hormones (glucocorticoids, mineralocorticoids) by the adrenal gland 
cortex. 

Clinical Signs: Clinical signs of a disease are the things you can see or that your veteri-
narian may discover on his/her physical examination of your Wheaten. 

Testing is important: In many conditions, clinical signs do not show up until well after 
tests may show signs of the disease. Also, many clinical signs of one disease can also be 
signs of another. 

An Independent Health Group  



and got seven year old Riley, 

who was in terrible shape - 

infected ears, eyes, skin and 

bad teeth.  It was touch and 

go, as he also had a respira-

tory disease at AS and would 

not eat for a week.   With 

lots of TLC and a good teeth 

cleaning, he improved.                                                                                                                                  

At the same time, five year old Gra-

cie's owner in Ft. Myers called us.  She was wid-

owed, traveling a lot and Gracie was being 

boarded way too much, could we help?  Gracie 

was well loved and taken 

care of.  We had a family 

in Davie on the east coast 

for Gracie, and a great 

family on the west coast 

for Riley.  So Steve Nel-

son did a one person 

WURL (Wheaten Under-

ground Railroad Leg)!  He took 

Riley to the west coast to a couple who had 

adopted a Wheaten from us previously - wonder-

ful couple!  And he picked Gracie up on his way 

back and took her to her new 

home in Davie.  They are both 

doing great.                                                                                                                                                            

Fourteen week old Fozzie in 

Clearwater needed a new home.  

He was "biting and nipping too 

much" and the young daughter 

was afraid of him.  We had our 

trainer go evaluate him - Fozzie 

was just a typical young rowdy 

pup.  Debie Scurr took him in for 

a few days and then Marilyn Stowell 

fostered him.  Fozzie (now Murphy) was adopted 

by a couple with another Wheaten and they just 

love him!                   

It is hard to believe that another year is coming 

to a close, and 2014 will soon be here!                                                                          

In September one year old 

Jasper went to a Wheaten 

savvy home and is doing 

very well.  Thanks to Sarah 

Arnold in Orlando for fos-

tering and transporting 

him.     

Melissa also received a call 

from a woman in Davie with a 9 

week old puppy.  She bought the pup for her 4 

year old daughter and did not realize how much 

care and time it would entail.  She works full time 

and lives in a second floor apartment.  Melissa 

went and picked Zoey up and took her to her new 

home.  She is now thriving with a stay at home 

Mom and 2 kids who adore her.                                                                                                                         

One year old Paddy came from a lady in Winter 

Park who did not have enough time for him.  Many 

thanks go to Bill Hollingsworth for transporting 

the youngster and facilitating the adoption to his 

new home in Mt. Dora, a family from Ireland!                                                                                                                                                                                         

Peggy Gainey fostered seven year Tygger for 

many weeks and got him healthy enough for adop-

tion.   In October, Sue Sousa took Tygger in for a 

few days and 

after many 

months 

Tygger (now 

Snickers) 

went to a 

wonderful 

home.    

                                              

Melissa received a phone call about a turn-in at 

the WPB Animal Services.  She drove up  

RESCUE REPORT 

“Riley” 

“Jasper” 

“Fozzie” 

“Snickers” 

“Gracie” 



RESCUE REPORT... con’t 

In November, we had two foster failures!  Back 

in January, a lady had contacted us about giving 

up her 9 year old SCWT Sydney.  As often hap-

pens, there was 

a flurry of ac-

tivity and then 

silence.   We 

get calls all the 

time about peo-

ple wanting to 

give up their 

dogs, but only 

about 25% of 

those calls re-

sult in a Wheaten actually coming into Rescue.  

The owner called us.  She had lost her job and 

home, and Sydney needed a good home.  The 

WURL was on!  Gracie Haley picked up Sydney 

in WPB and took her to Vero, where Jeanne 

Jessup met her and WURLed Sydney over to 

Lakeland for Sue Sousa in St. Pete Beach to 

foster.   Two weeks later, Sue informed us 

Sydney was hers.  We love a foster failure! 

 

The Nelson's in Miami lost their Guinness a few 

weeks ago and only had Shea.  Ten year old Wil-

son's couple in WPB had fallen on hard times 

and were having major medical issues.  Nancy 

Nauman picked Wilson up and met them half 

way to Miami.  Wilson was named for the soccer 

ball because he has always been round.  Wilson 

IS round, walks with limp and has Lyme disease.  

He is not a particularly good looking Wheaten, 

but he is incredibly sweet.  On De-

cember 1st, 

on Wilson's 

tenth birth-

day, he be-

came Wilson 

Nelson and 

joined his 

forever 

home. 

Last and certainly not 

least, we had Hobie.  

Seven month old unneu-

tered Hobie was living 

in an apartment in 

Delray Beach with a 

couple who worked full 

time.  Another case of 

oh, let's buy that cute 

puppy in the pet store!  

Cece and Brad Westpfhal in Vero 

fostered Hobie - and oh my, had 

the patience of Job.  He was completely out of 

control - he jumped over their furniture, dug in 

the yard and brought in big branches, peed eve-

rywhere in the house and even pooped on their 

couch! He was essentially like a 3 month old 

since he spent months in a crate.  But of 

course, he was sweet as he could be.  Brad and 

Cece patiently dealt with him, got him mostly 

house trained, and he went to a super couple in 

Orlando with lots of Wheaten experience. 

Tampa Bay Rescue has re-homed 36 dogs so far 

this year, including four young puppies, the 

most we have had in a year.  On a personal note, 

I am retiring at the end of 2013 after 31 years 

with the Federal Government.  More time to do 

Rescue!   Once again I want to thank our Rescue 

Village that gets the job done - fostering, 

transporting, doing home checks, making phone 

calls.  In short, everything that we need to do 

to get a Wheaten in need into a great forever 

home.   Merry Christmas to everyone and every 

Wheaten, may your holidays be bright! 

Melissa Nelson                                                   

Rescue Co-Coordinator SCWTCGTB  

“Sydney” 

“Hobie” 

“Wilson” 



  

                  

 

 

9/1/13-11/30/13   

CH Pinehome Merrimoor Came To Dance  

“Spicy”   
 

SEL                         Ocala FL                      11/14                                        

SEL                        Ocala FL                      11/15   

BOS                        Ocala FL                      11/16      

SEL                         Ocala FL                      11/17     

Bred:  Peggy A. Gale                                          

Owned:  Linda Hallas       
 

 

SHOW RESULTS 

                                   

          

NEW AGILITY/OBEDIENCE/WORKING TITLES               

Ch Moonstruck Rhumba Rhythm AX OAJ CGC      

(new title Excellent Agility)                                  

Owned by:  Nancy Griffin, Helen Fraguela 

UPCOMING FL SHOWS                                     

For more info… 

http://www.infodog.com/showinfo/state.htm      

GCH Ainle Villanova Mouth of the South  

“Gabby”  

BOB  Biloxi, MS  9/5 

BOB  Biloxi, MS  9/6 

BOB  Biloxi, MS  9/7 

BOB  Chattanooga, TN  9/14 

BOB  Chattanooga, TN  9/15 

BOB GRP 4 Arcadia, FL   10/10 

BOB  Arcadia, FL   10/11 

BOB  Arcadia, FL   10/12 

BOB GRP 4 Arcadia, FL   10/13 

BOS  Brooksville, FL   11/9 

SEL   Brooksville, FL   11/10 

BOB  Ocala, FL   11/14 

BOB  Ocala, FL   11/15 

SEL   Ocala,FL  11/16 

BOB  Ocala, FL   11/17 

BOB GRP 4 Davie, FL   11/30 

Bred: Cynthia Phelps                                         

Owned: Kathi Elliot  

Orlando            12/12-14 

Eukanuba          12/14-15  

Deland              1/4-5/2014   

Brooksville        1/6-19  

Ocala                1/23-26  

Lakeland           2/14-17     

Tallahassee       2/20-23   

Pensacola          3/1-2        

WPB                  3/7-9                

Davie                 3/15-16 

Wheaten Lane's Heart of Gold  “Quinn”                                                
BW        Ocala  11/15                              
BW     Ocala   11/16             
Bred: Nancy Griffin, Helen Fraguela                
Owned: Nancy Griffin         



IN THE KITCHEN WITH DARCY  
 

Pumpkin Buckwheat Dog Treats  (Gluten free) 

 

Ingredients: 

2 cups Buckwheat Flour                                                                                               

1/2 cup ground flax seeds (flaxmeal)                                                                                 

2 large eggs                                                                                                                                          

NOTE: All ingredients are available in organic form at most large stores and health food markets. 

Directions: 

1.  Preheat oven to 350° F  

2.  Line two large baking sheets with parchment paper or silicone baking mats 

3.  Place buckwheat flour and ground flaxmeal in a large mixing bowl. Add pumpkin puree, eggs 
and chicken or beef stock. Use an electric mixer or stand mixer and beat on high until the 
mixture is smooth and very thick. 

4.  Drop rounded mounds of mixture on prepared baking sheets. Use a fork to press down on 
mounds, just like making classic peanut butter cookies. Press mounds until they are about 
1/4-inch thick. 

5.  Bake in preheated oven for 20 minutes. Remove trays and turn the dog treats upside down. 
Return to oven and bake for an additional 20 minutes. When done cookies should feel hard 
to the touch. Cool completely on a cooling rack. 

 

ENJOY! 

LITTER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1 cup canned pumpkin puree                                                                                       

1/4 cup chicken OR beef stock 

 

Marilyn Stowell is pleased to announce 
a new Sho-well litter 

Sire:  GCH Cuilinn Expresso Con Panna 

Dam:  CH Sho-well's Summer Sunshine    

Born:  October 31, 2013 

 

Gail & Geoff Johnston are pleased to 
announce a new Sunrise litter 

Sire:   GCH Wheatens Pride   Buxx 
Bogart  “Buxx”  

Dam:  CH Moonstruck Fairest of 
Them All   “McGill”   

Born:  October 10, 2013 



SCWTCGTB  “A” MATCH ENTRY FORM 


