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WHEATEN WORDS
A

MESSAGE

FROM

THE

PRESIDENT

Greetings! The past few months have been productive and fun. In June, six
board members gathered in Tampa to watch the supported entry of Soft
Coated Wheaten Terriers at St. Petersburg Dog Fanciers Association’s 2019
Sunshine State Cluster held at the Florida State Fairgrounds. This gathering
was the ideal location for new board members to meet each other, as well as
other members in attendance showing their dogs, in a more informal setting. If
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you have never attended a dog show I highly recommend visiting the Meet the
Breed booth at the 2019 AKC National Championship presented by Royal Canin.
It will be held at the Orange County Convention Center in Orlando December 14
– 15, 2019.
Speaking of fun, if you didn’t attend Wheaten Education Day this year then you
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really missed out.

Rescue Report

presentation by Kathi Elliot on Responsible Breeding. Penny Noriega, Certified

It started with a very interesting and informative
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Tricks Instructor, and Diane Galilit, both from the Dog Training Club of Tampa,
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demonstrated a variety of tricks which were practiced by all in attendance.

Wheaten Education Day

Nancy Griffin, member and instructor at Sarasota Obedience Training Club,
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brought an assortment of fitness equipment that helps to build confidence,
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enhance balance, coordination, and limb awareness. Everyone had an opportunity
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to try out each piece of equipment with their dogs. The day wrapped up with a
session where we learned and practiced the requirements of the Canine Good
Citizen test.

We hope to have an examiner available at Education Day next

year.
Please remember to mark your calendar for our upcoming events. These can be
found in the Save the Date section of the newsletter. You won’t want to miss
this year’s silent auction held in conjunction with our annual dinner.
Thank you for your continued support.
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NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to the Soft
Coated Wheaten Terrier
Club of Greater Tampa
Bay

Caroline & Scott Goff - St. Petersburg
Donna Cripe - Bradenton
Betsy Goggan & Camille Crawford North Port
Bobbie Rendel - Indian Rocks Beach
Courtney Rice - Tampa
Bonnie Williams - Fruit Cove

The Board of the SCWTCGTB would like to
thank the following members and friends for
donating to our Health, Murffy and/or
Rescue funds.

Leonard and Susanne Pruyne
James Forrest
Susan Brands
Jerry Rendel
Cindy Jacuk
Marilyn Stowell
Jan Baldwin
Peggy Gainey

And Amazon Smile!
Thanks for shopping!
When shopping on Amazon, please go to
smile.amazon.com and select our Rescue - Soft
Coated Wheaten Terrier Club Of Greater Tampa
Bay Inc.
You use your existing Amazon user name and
password. Many of your purchases result in a small
donation to ur Rescue!

LITTER ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Who, What, When, Why and How of
Breeding our Wheatens
By Kathi Elliot

Preface: When asked discuss this topic at the SCWTCGTB Education Day, I was provided with a list of questions
from Dr. Peggy Gainey, which became the outline of this presentation. Please note, all member breeders may not
agree with all the personal opinions shared herein. There may be additional detail included that was not covered
as I fill in my outline from Education Day for Wheaten Words.
The breeders present were invited to jump in with their opinions at any point and we did have some great
discussions.
First Things First
We are talking about “reputable breeders” and what we do that make us stand out from back yard breeders and
puppy mills. If you bought your dog from a pet store, backyard breeder or rescued your wheaten, this is not a
slight again your dog. It is strictly to discuss what we as reputable breeders do to preserve and protect the
SCWT. Anyone can join the SCWTCGTB, it does not matter from where you received your dog. What does
matter, is if you go out and buy a dog from another source in the future. (Rescue is always excluded from this
rule). Reputable breeders breed for the betterment of the breed and not for financial gain. We must live by the
National Club (SCWTCA) Code of Ethics (also adopted by this Club). Other breeders do not have to live up to any
standards, they can just breed dogs with no concerns about health, structure and temperament.
These are not non-allergic dogs! They have a single coat that resembles hair not fur and experience a minimal
amount of shedding and therefore may be ideal for those that have allergies to fur. This doesn’t mean if you are
allergic to the saliva of the dog it is going to work for you or if the dander from the dog is an issue. The SCWT is
a great choice for those with allergies but no dog is 100% non-allergic.

Why Do We Show
Breed conformation – a combination of skeleton, muscle structure, body shape, and coat type that is unique to
each breed – is spelled out in a document known as the breed standard. The standard is written by the national
breed club and submitted to the American Kennel Club for approval; only those breeds with approved standards
can compete in AKC events. A qualified judge compares each dog to the breed standard and after examining each
dog, ranks the dogs according to his/her opinion of the dogs entered that day. Conformation is a way we have our
dogs evaluated by many Judges while earning various Titles such as Champion and the different Grand Champion
levels. Today it has become a sport and dogs are entered that will never be bred, Conversely, what I will call
“reputable breeders”, do show their dogs and for the most part breed those that have attained a Champion title.
You may hear, “I only breed pets, so don’t show my dogs”. I am here to tell you that pets and show dogs come
from the same litters. It is a matter of the homes they are
placed in as well as whether the breeder believes each individual
puppy is one he/she would like to include in their
breeding program. For example, a puppy with a light eye, or
a little long backed, may not be one you want to breed but it
doesn’t affect the life and health of a puppy that goes to a
pet home. Every breeder also has stories of their best dog
from a litter ending up in a pet home. I think is it safe for
me to say for all our club breeders, that as much as we all
want our dogs in the conformation ring, a GREAT home is
more important than a SHOW home.

What is the optimal age for breeding males as well as females?
Factually, male and female dogs can breed under a year – is this the best
time? NO!
SCWTCA Code of Ethics states dogs at 15 months and bitches at 18 months
can be bred. I personally prefer to wait until after 2 years old when all
testing including eyes, hips (yes, you can pennhip at a young age). In my
opinion it is important for dogs to complete their own growth before siring
or pregnancy.
Fertility in dogs and knowing the best breeding age is dependent on several
factors – health, size, age and sex. (Male or female – not whether they can).
Males are more sexually mature earlier than females and can be bred for
many years depending on their health and fertility. A lot of breeders will
collect and store sperm from their best male dogs while they are young and
motility is high.
Breeding females that are too young or too old can result in potential
delivery complications. When the female was bred for the first time is
taken into consideration.
When you breed a five year old female and it is her first time the risks are
greater.
Pyometra (uterine infection) chances increase past three years. Dystocia is
another concern. There are many types of dystocia, but the most commonly
reported are: abnormal position of the fetus, extremely large fetus, birth
canal too small and lack of effective uterine contractions.

When do you use a sperm donor? Is that a compromise? What are the risks? When do you use artificial
insemination? Fresh or frozen? What are the costs of breeders?
A natural breeding is easiest and most cost effective, but not always possible. After studying the pedigrees of the
female and potential males, test results and genetic testing, etc.; a breeder may find the best candidate is not local.
Remember, reputable breeders are always looking to improve their breeding program and that seldom means it is
the “boy next door”. Many breeders have driven many miles, across many states to sit and wait for the time to be
right to breed their female. Sometimes this isn’t possible, perhaps the female won’t allow the male to breed her,
the male may be too far away or he is unavailable when you need him. (He may be with a handler). This is when
artificial insemination comes into play. If the dog is available, a breeder will make arrangements with the owner to
have the male collected and the semen shipped. The other alternative is frozen semen. Costs will vary but again
natural breeding is the most cost effective. If a breeder is using fresh chilled/frozen they are also responsible for
the collection/preparation charges for the male, shipping charges, as well as their own vet charges, which will vary
depending on the insemination procedure. Surgical implant is the most expensive.

Hormonal stimulation of females - is it safe for the female or her
puppies?
Every time I breed, my vet has given me Oxytocin, just in case I need it for
my female and to use when all puppies have arrived if I am not sure I have all
the placentas. The use has always made me nervous, as I never know if it is
safe. Let’s say, you have x-rayed your female a few days prior and know you
are expecting 7 puppies. The day (or often middle of the night) arrives and
your girl is in labor and things are going well. Three puppies have arrived and
now everything stops. A few hours pass and nothing is happening – the female
is in labor but is comfortable, yet no more puppies arrive. Do you given the
shot? For me personally, it is a decision that is difficult and never taken
lightly. Given at the wrong time it can cause harm. Puppies are in two horns;
what happens if two reach the uterus at the same time? I have always made
the decision to go to the Emergency vet and have an x-ray and an ultrasound
if necessary before administering any drug. Yes, I have had Oxytocin
administered by the vet AFTER checking the female and unborn pups. Yes, I
have administered Oxytocin myself once when I knew all pups had arrived but
was not positive I had all the placentas.

How do you otherwise pick the mates? Priorities for characteristics,
temperament, health, longevity?
Reputable breeders breed for the betterment of the breed and are
always looking to improve their line, not unlike wanting better for our
children.
First things first, know your pedigree. Second, know the
pedigree of the males you are considering. You are not breeding two dogs
but the lineage of these dogs. What are you looking to improve? Better
coat, shorter back, better angulation, darker pigment, smaller ears, just
as a few examples? Some things are easier that others and can be done in
a generation others take planning over a number of generations. Have you
had your hands on the dog? Pictures can be deceiving as can watching from
outside the ring.

That dog with the beautiful coat may have things you need to feel to be
aware of. Know your genetics – does your female carry markers for PLN,
DM, or is there some thing in her background you want to be careful not to
double up on? Once you know your female and where you want to go you can
begin looking at stud dogs, their pedigrees and characteristics. What have
they produced already? The priorities of reputable breeders are
structure, health and temperament for all their puppies. Shows and
Specialties are great places to see males. What a great way to see
movement, which tells you about the structure of each dog. You can also
see what they have produced when there is Puppy Sweeps. It is also a
great place to connect with other breeders who can be a wealth of
information.

Irish Coat Example

American versus UK coat appearance?
The soft, wavy coat of the Irish SCWT lies close to the body, with a sheen that
keeps it fairly dry in wet weather. It is wavy, soft and silky, takes longer to
mature and has a tendency to be lighter in color. By contrast, the American coat
is more full, and abundant from an early age. The American coat can mat very
quickly especially during those adolescent years. The adult coats are easier to
maintain but still require frequent grooming.
American Coat Examples

When do you use genetic testing first, for what markers?
Reputable breeders always test for PLN markers. If you are breeding a male and female with no markers then
the puppies will have no markers. More breeders are now testing for Degenerative Myopathy. When you are
looking seriously at a male you always share test results, pedigrees and as much information as you can including
up to date health testing records.
Are there professional brokers or breeding consultants for our wheatens?
NOT for reputable breeders. Having a good mentor is imperative when you are new in the breed and there are
many long time breeders that are always willing to share their knowledge.
Propensity for allergies, cancers, bad hips, knees, immune disorders etc.
Reputable breeders always endeavor to breed the healthiest puppies possible. We are bound by our Code of
Ethics to test eyes, and hips. Some breeders will also include, elbow, patella and heart testing. The vast majority
of SCWTCA members test for PLN. As mentioned previously, DM testing is becoming more commonplace.
Unfortunately, we do not have testing for PLE and other diseases. Allergies and cancers are harder to identify
when breeding. Studying pedigrees and talking to long time breeders can help identify dogs that have had
specific issues in their pedigrees that you may not otherwise be aware of when looking at different dogs. Never
underestimate the value of those that have been in the breed for a long time.

Is PLE/PLN reliably not a health problem if the wheaten is homozygous for the markers?

First, at this time there is no PLE testing, only PLN. There are NO guarantees. There have been Homozygous
dogs that live long lives. Is there a protective gene? Are there more than 2 genes? We do not have all the
answers but we use this information as a “tool in the tool box” when planning a breeding. I asked Dr. Littman
about neutering a 2/2 male when this testing first came out. Her reply was that we cannot exclude all the 2/2
dogs or it may create other issues in the gene pool. We need to use these dogs CAREFULLY if they bring things
to the table that are of benefit. Example – you would never breed two dogs carrying 2 markers each. You may
consider breeding a dog with 2 markers to one that has 0 markers if there was good reason to do so. These are
the things that reputable breeders take into consideration every time they breed. It isn’t a matter of having a
male and a female, breeding them and having a litter of cute puppies. A lot of time, effort and money go into
selecting the right male for your breeding program. SCWTCA continues to support programs to find more
answers.
Most importantly, how can we get unbiased information about the health of the pups from various
breeders?
Always purchase from a breeder who is a member of the FL Club or SCWCTA. You know they have to live up to
the Code of Ethics as set forth by the Clubs. The COE can be found on the SCWTCA website. Ask questions
regarding the breeding. Reputable breeders will give you copies of the pedigrees and health testing for both
the sire and dam. Talk to other SCWT owners. What are their experiences?
I will leave you with one thought (and in the times we live please take it in the way it is meant):
GENETICS LOAD THE GUN
ENVIRONMENT FIRES IT

RESCUE REPORT

I rescued my Soft
Coated Wheaten Terrier

At the beginning of July we were
contacted by five year old Luke’s
people in Boca Raton. Luke was
being left 10-12 hours a day and
they sadly realized Luke needed
a better quality of life.
The
Nelson’s picked Luke up and
drove him across the alley to
Naples. Luke was adopted by a
wonderful couple in Bradenton
who will bring him out of his shell
and socialize him.

Nine year old Dylan (now Dillon)
spent several months at Karma
K-9 in Jacksonville.
He is a
sweet dog who does not like
other dogs. Dillon was adopted
by a Wheaten savvy couple in
Live Oak and is doing very well.

We were contacted by Pet
Alliance no kill shelter near
Orlando.
Three year old
Griffey was adopted by a man
in Tampa who brought him back
within 24 hours! He claimed
Griffey was ‘destructive’ and
chewed stuff in his condo. The
shelter agreed to turn Griffey
over to us because of our
breed knowledge. They were
confident we could place him in
a good home. Paula and Colin
Mason agreed to foster him
and went and picked him up.
Griffey is now in his forever
home.
He goes everywhere
with them!

We found nine year old Paddi on
Rescue Me - Florida. His owner
was elderly and was no longer able
to take care of him. Paddy was
fostered by Russ Bracco in
Northport. He was adopted by a
lovely retired couple in Northport.

In August, four year old Charley was
given up.
The son in the family
developed allergies to both of their
dogs. Charley went to a couple and their
son in Fruit Cove and they just love him.
Big thanks to Jody Greene for
facilitating the adoption of Charley,
Paddi & Dillon.

We came across a very sad situation in August in New Port
Richey. The owner of five year old Bella and Whiskey died.
His roommate was going to take them to Animal Services.
luckily, a man who does Boxer rescue found out and called
us. It was an emergency and we had no offers from foster
homes. We tracked down Best Care Animal Hospital in NPR
who took the dogs in to board and vet. They were unaltered
and Bella had been bred. There were in terrible shape covered with fleas, skin and eye infections. Bella’s teeth
were very bad. To top it all off, they both came down with
upper respiratory infections so had to be kept for 2-3
weeks. Bella’s teeth were tended to and she was spayed.
She went to the Rendel’s in Indian Rocks Beach. They had
been looking for a Wheaten all year. They now have a
companion for their German Shepherd. They adore Bella!

More bad news - Whiskey’s pre-neuter blood work revealed that he has
terminal kidney failure. We needed someone to take Whiskey to nurse him and
provide hospice care. Once again, our wonderful friend and Rescue champion in
Vero Beach stepped upon. Jeanne Jessup has taken in several of our seniors
and has now agreed to foster and nurture Whiskey. He and Sprocket get along
and Jeanne says he is perhaps the sweetest dog she has known. We would like
to give big kudos to Best Care Animal Hospital. They did take the “Best Care”
of Bella and Whiskey - they were great! Thanks to Sue Baker for going to visit
these two cuties and to JJ Johnson for getting Whiskey and transporting him
to Jeanne. It takes a village. Jeanne, Sprocket and Whiskey all had to
evacuate to Tampa in preparation of Hurricane Dorian!
Two year old Ryder was adopted out when he was a puppy. It did not
work out with the family as they said he was urinating on their
furniture. Ryder was returned in August to Lisa Alexander in Ocala.
Jody went to Ocala and picked him up and he was adopted by Sandra
Stockwell in Jacksonville. Sandra has had no problems with him. He is
a sweet little guy.

We have adopted out twenty
Wheatens this year, about
the same pace as 2018. As
always, big thanks to
everyone who transports,
donates, fosters and so much
more to help our mission!

Melissa Nelson
Rescue Co-Coordinator

IN THE KITCHEN WITH BRANDI

CARROT CAKE FOR DOGS
This treat is a perfect option for your dog’s birthday celebrations.
You will need:
•
•

2 cups shredded carrots
½ cup unsweetened applesauce

•
•

2 tsp cinnamon
2 eggs

•
•

3 cups flour
½ cup oats

Frosting:
•
•

¼ cup unsweetened applesauce
8 oz cream cheese

Preheat oven to 350°F. Mix eggs, applesauce, and carrots and set aside. In a separate
bowl, mix the cinnamon, flour, and oats. Slowly mix the wet ingredients into the dry
ingredients (mixture will be thick). Bake the mixture in a greased cake pan for 30
minutes and allow it to cool before frosting. Simply blend the applesauce and cream
cheese and frost when the cake is cool.
Brandi says she lobes Carrot Cake!

SHOW RESULTS
CH Sage’s Breath of Fire
“Phoenix”

West Palm Beach
July 11-14, 2019
BOS, SEL
Bred by: Sandy & Frank Russo, Bev & Kevin
McDonald
Owned by: Sandy & Frank Russo

AINLE ’Til There Was You
“Tillee”

2 Winners bitch - 2 Majors
Bred by: Kathi Elliot
Owned by: Bill & Liz Bonney &
Kathi Elliot

What do all these initials mean?
Go to https://images.akc.org/pdf/events/conformation/GESHW1.pdf
and read all about “A Beginner’s Guide to Dog Shows

CH Sage’s Black Magic Woman
“Madam Rue”

CH July 12, 2019
West Palm Beach
Group 1 BBE Group
Bred by Best in Show
Group 1 BBE Group
WB, BOB, SEL
Bred by: Sandy & Frank Russo, Bev & Kevin
McDonald
Owned by: Sandy & Frank Russo

Inishkeen’s HotToTrot A Ragtime
Waltz
“Berly”

West Palm Beach
WB X 2
Major Points
Bred by: Ann & James McCormick
Owned by: Ann & James McCormick
& Kimberly & Bart Johnson

GCHG Ainle Villanova Mouth of
the South, CGC
“Gabby”

Officially retired in July
Gabby finished her conformation
career with 2 BOX, 3 SEL, 2 Best
Veterans, Veteran Group 1 and
Veteran Group 2
Bred by: Cynthia Phelps
Owned by: Kathi Elliot

GCGP Ainle Something to Talk About
“Bogie”

New Canadian Champion
Terrier Group 2 - Canada
Bred by: Kathi Elliot
Owned by: Linda Robison

AINLE Catch Me If You Can
“Nora”

1 WB, 5 BOS, 1 BOB, 1 SEL
New Champion - June
New Grand Champion - July
Bred by: Kathi Elliot
Owned by: Chantal Eagles, Conor
O’Neill & Kathi Elliot

Amaden’s She’s Got The Look - Bacall
“Callie”

Best Puppy in Match - Canada
Puppy Terrier Group 1 x 3 - Canada
Bred by: Emily Holden
Owned by: Emily Holden & Linda Robison

COMPANION SPORTS, PERFORMANCE SPORTS &
FAMILY DOG PROGRAM RESULTS
CH Ainle Talk of the Town
“Whisper”

Annie Rudy

Received her Rally Novice Title
Qualifying 4 times in 4 competitions
Bred by: Kathi Elliot
Owned by: Mary Page, Kassidy
McIntosh & Kathi Elliot

Received her Canine Good Citizen (CGC)
on June 30, 2019
Rescued and loved by:
Kerry & Beth Rudy

CH Dromara’s Perfect Treble
Maker, RA, NA, CGC, TKI
“Connor”

Titles Earned:
TKI - Trick Intermediate June 5, 2019
RA - Rally Advanced August 10, 2019
NA - Novice Agility August 18, 2019
Bred by: Maggie Snow
Owned by: Susie & Robert Blackledge

WHEATEN EDUCATION DAY
We had so much fun on our Wheaten Education Day! We first had a presentation by Kathi Elliot on
responsible breeding. She wrote our Feature Article for this newsletter!
We had two instructors from the Dog Training Club of Tampa show us tricks we can do with our
Wheatens. Too much fun! I actually got both of mine to ‘twirl’!
In the afternoon, we had Nancy Griffin and her Fun Fitness equipment and we all got to practice with
our pups.
We also had a practice session for CGC so folks would know what they needed to work on
before they took the actual test. Great practice session!
Enjoy a few of the photos from our event! To see more, visit our FaceBook page!

SCWTCGTB
SAVE THE DATES!
ANNUAL DINNER
When: Sunday, October 27, 2019
Where: TopGolf
10690 Palm River Rd,
Tampa, FL

MEET THE BREED
SAVE THE DATE
When: Saturday and Sunday
December 14-15, 2019
Where: AKC National Championship
Orlando, FL

GROOMING SEMINAR
When: Sunday, November 17
Where: Shear Magic Feelin’ Groomy
140 Lake Avenue
Maitland, FL
ANNUAL PICNIC
SAVE THE DATE
When: Saturday, February 15, 2020
Where: Lake Seminole Park
10015 Park Blvd N
Seminole, FL
(Pinellas County)

2020 GIVING CHALLENGE
SAVE THE DATE
When: April 28-29, 2020
Where: ONLINE
Watch for more information to come!

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
Photos of adorable Wheatens
Articles for future newsletters
Brags
Senior Wheatens (13 yo or older)
Show Results
Rescue updates
Next Newsletter Deadline
November 30, 2019
All brags and show results must have occurred between
September 1 and November 30, 2019!
Email Debie at flwheaten@gmail.com with your information!

